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Balmoral Show – Excellence and entertainment on the menu!
The cream of Ireland’s livestock, blended with the colour and texture of the country’s top exhibitors, add a pinch of competitive spirit, and season with adrenaline inducing performances-  Northern Ireland’s largest agricultural show has all the ingredients for three action packed days of agricultural and entertainment excellence.
Launching today (Tuesday 30th March), the 2010 Balmoral Show in partnership with Ulster Bank promises to be another exceptional Show with a high standard of livestock, trade stands and numerous new attractions.  Running from Wednesday 12th May to Friday 14th May (8.30 - 8.00 pm daily) the Show will see over 450 companies exhibiting and almost 600 livestock classes. 

“In traditional Balmoral style, the 2010 Show has a dynamic programme of events offering its usual extravaganza of activity, competition and showmanship.  With a full house in terms of exhibitors and displays, we have plenty to offer people from town and country, and we’re confident that the Show will once again be a hive of activity.” explains RUAS Chief Executive Colin McDonald.
“Investment this year in the Showgrounds has opened up previously underused space allowing for the construction of new showing areas including a new pig and goat ring, a marquee for additional beef cattle and a brand new sand practise/warm up area at the Arena.”

“Every year we strive to offer our visitors something new and exciting and this year is no exception. On the 2010 programme we have extreme sports demonstrations, a performance of dancing dogs and on Wednesday, special guest appearances from everyone’s favourite tradesman, Bob the Builder, I’m sure they won’t be disappointed!” said RUAS Chief Executive Colin McDonald.

Regular features such as pedigree livestock competitions for horses, ponies, cattle, sheep, poultry, pigs and goats will be extended to include new classes such as Miniature Horses and Ridden Clydesdales. 

Visitors will also be entertained by sheep shearing contests, the pig young handler competition and parades of prize winning livestock.
Equestrian enthusiasts can enjoy the International Show-jumping competitions, Inter-hunt chase, pony club games, and the many horse classes from Working Hunter Ponies to Clydesdales and Cobs to Yearlings.
A firm family favourite, the Rare Breeds Display, will be back with a show of rare, endangered and unusual animals including Gloucestershire Old Spot Pigs and Irish Moiled Cattle.  Balmoral Show organisers also welcome back Friends of Ferguson to display the best of vintage farmyard machinery. 
In addition to the agricultural excellence on display, the Show has introduced a number of new features designed to appeal to a wider audience.  Old entertainment favourites such as the Dog Agility Competition and the Sheepdog and Duck Display will be complemented by new, unique attractions including Team Extreme and the Top Lodge Dancing Dogs. 
Team Extreme, the UK's only pro skateboard, BMX and inline skating performers will be onsite to demonstrate world class sporting displays and run coaching sessions for children who want to have a go! 
Performing twice daily in the main Arena The Top Lodge Dancing Dogs act will involve three Crufts winning handlers and their eight dogs performing graceful and mesmerising dance routines to a range of music, sure to delight the crowds. 
Back by popular demand is Motocross display team, The Bolddog Lings.  Billed by organisers as ‘extreme sports action’, the show is based around the world's largest and most sophisticated mobile landing system and features the UK's top ranked freestyle motocross riders. For the first time in Northern Ireland, the team will attempt to make a 75ft jump with a motorbike at the Show - only four riders in the UK and Ireland can perform this trick, which is one of the most prestigious tricks in FMX and indeed on a motorcycle in general.
Alongside a troupe of entertainers including themed floats, carnival characters and acrobats, The Beat Initiative, Belfast’s carnival arts company, will inject a flash of colour to the Show through entertaining acts and resounding samba music in the main Arena on Friday.
The Garden Village will provide a sanctuary for visitors looking for a more tranquil setting and will host a variety of gardening demonstrations.  Experts will provide valuable advice to help visitors make the most of their own garden covering a wide variety of subjects including basket weaving and flower arranging.
For the young (and the young at heart!) there is a wide range of fun activities to engage all ages.  The dedicated Kid’s Zone will contain an egg hatchery, bungee trampoline, bouncy castle, climbing wall, and more fun fair rides than ever before.  
The Children’s Farm provides the perfect opportunity to observe a range of farm yard animals at close quarters, while on Friday pony rides will be provided for children in the Cattle Lawn.
This year sees the return of Titan, the eight foot Robot, who amazed onlookers in previous years with his quick one liners and impromptu serenades, while special guest Bob the Builder will be making personal appearances at various intervals at the Show on Wednesday (12th May). 
This year’s GOSH Cosmetics Best Dressed Competition will be held in the new and exciting GOSH style centre, located on the King’s Hall balcony.
With over 450 trade stands in attendance offering everything from handbags and holidays to tractors and lawnmowers, the Show will prove a great place to do some shopping and browse for some bargains.

Food producers large and small will come together to form the biggest Food Village the Balmoral Show has seen to date.  The 2010 Show will see over 50 local producers, large supermarkets, and independent retailers present their fare side by side, offering visitors a chance to try and buy quality local produce.  Showcasing the best of Northern Ireland food and drink, there will be tasting sessions and cookery demonstrations by celebrated Taste of Ulster chefs using locally sourced produce.  

A walk-through vegetable farm will allow children to learn how their favourite vegetables grow. Children will also have the opportunity to plant a seed to take home and look after. 


Looking forward to the 2010 Show RUAS chief executive, Colin McDonald said, 
“We consider the Balmoral Show to be a celebration of all that is good about food and farming, and also a channel by which consumers can directly experience our local food and help to sustain Northern Ireland’s rural economy.”
“The Show is renowned for presenting the best of Irelands Livestock and for its extensive trade exhibits. By continuing to broaden and develop the programme to reflect the differing tastes of our increasingly diverse audience, we believe the Show will go from strength to strength.”

The Balmoral Show in partnership with Ulster Bank runs from Wednesday 12th May – Friday 14th May 2010.  It is open from 8.30am – 8.00pm daily.  Visit www.balmoralshow.co.uk for more information.
Ends//..
For further information, please contact Tracy O’Toole, on 028 9066 5225 ext 225 or e-mail tracy@kingshall.co.uk
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